332              Johnson's powers of ridicule.           [Oct. c.
Col's house is situated on a bay called Brcacacha Bay. We found here a neat new-built gentleman's house, better than any we had been in since we were at Lord Errol's. Dr. Johnson relished it much at first, but soon remarked to me, that ' there was nothing becoming a Chief about it: it was a mere tradesman's box1.' He seemed quite at home, and no longer found any difficulty in using the Highland address ; for as soon as we arrived, he said, with a spirited familiarity,' Now, Col, if you could get us a dish of tea.' Dr. Johnson and I had each an excellent bed-chamber. We had a dispute which of us had the best curtains. His were rather the best, being of linen; but I insisted that my bed had the best posts, which was undeniable. ' Well, (said he,) if you have the best posts, we will have you tied to them and whipped.' I mention this slight circumstance, only to shew how ready he is, even in mere trifles, to get the better of his antagonist, by placing him in a ludicrous view. I have known him sometimes use the same art, when hard pressed in serious disputation. Goldsmith, I remember, to retaliate for many a severe defeat which he has suffered from him, applied to him a lively saying in one of Gibber's comedies, which puts this part of his character in a strong light.—' There is no arguing with Johnson ; for, if his pistol misses fire, he knocks you down with the butt end of if.'
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 6.
After a sufficiency of sleep, we assembled at breakfast. We were just as if in barracks.    Every body was master.
that by any surveys or land-marks its [the sand's] limits have been ever fixed, or its progression ascertained. If one man has confidence enough to say that it advances, nobody can bring any proof to support him in denying it.' Works, is. 122. He had seen land in like manner laid waste north of Aberdeen; where ' the owner, when he was required to pay the usual tax, desired rather to resign the ground.'
Ib.-p.is-
i Box, in this sense, is not in Johnson's Dictionary. a See ante, ii. 115, and iv. 316.
WeCol's Criticism, 1. 370.
